PLANNERS ACCERT
~ BRONX C0-0P CITY

Reject Protests on Housing
at Freedomland Site

The construction bf 15,500 co-
operative apartments on the

site formerly occupied by Free-
domland in the Bronx won the

approval of the City Planning
Commission yesterday. The $300
million project, known as Co-

op City, will be sponsored by
the United Housing Foundation.

The commission asked, how-
ever, that some apartments be
reserved for rentals of $18 to
$20 a room a month, to permit
a greater spread in rentals than
the  present  contemplated
range of $20 to $26 a room a

~month.

In addition, the commission
called o nthe sponsor to consid-
er making some of the apart-
ments in the development
“available at approximately
low-rent housing levels.”

Board of Estimate action still
will be required to authorize the
project.

In approving the project, the
city planners overrode some ob-
jectioms to the development that
were raised at a public hearing
on April 28,

Design Criticized |

At that hearing the Munic-
ipal Art Society criticized the
design, argued that it would be
an “economic ghetto” and would
overload highways in the area.
The American Institute of Ar-
chitects contended that “the
spirits of the tenants would be
dampened and deadened by the
paucity of their environment.”’

The design also was cntlclzed‘
by the \Ietropohtan Committee
on Planning.

But last night Herman J. Les-|
sor, project architect, said pres-
ent plans called for three ar-
chitectural designs, “which are
intended to lend interest and|
variety to the over- all architec-
tural plan.”

The development, he said, will
be ‘"almost entirely self-con-
tained, with six neighborhood
shopping centers and its own
central power plant, which will
provide the complex with elec-
tricity, heat and central air-
conditioning.”

The commission asked the
sponsor to  confer  with
the Transit Authority on pro-
viding adequate hus service to
the area and called on the De-
partment of Commerce to try
to attract industry to the area
just north of the pchct site. |

The site is bounded hy the!
New England Thruway, Givan
Avenue, Connor Street, “the Hut-!
chinson River, the New Haven
Railroad. Hunter Avenue and
the Hutchinson River Parkway.

Waits on Seward Plan

In another action the com-|
mission reserved decision after;
holding an extended hearing on
the controversial $50 million
Seward Park Extension urban
renewal project, designed to re-
develop a 14-block blighted sec-
tion hounded by Essex, Grand,
Willett and Delancey Streets.

To an objection of a group,
of Lower East Side residents
that the project would result
in the bulldozing of the Down-
town Talmud Torah, Herbert B.
Evans, chairman of the Housing!
and Redevelopment Board, sug-
gested that the plans be modi-
fied to permit the structure to,
remain,

Mr, Evans urged the com-|
mission to approve the 1enewal
plan, as did the Community,
Counci] of Greater New York.,
QOpponents included the AMetro-|
politan  Council on  Housing..
which argued ,that the pldn
would lmsten (]i\lllyllon of the
commniunity.’

The commission approved a
Federallv-aided public housing
project to bhe called the East
Tremont-Boston Road Area, It
will rise within the Bronx Palk|
South Urbhan Renewal Area on.
the west side of Boston Road|
hetween East 178th Street andi
East Remont Avenue, the
Bronx. l
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